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SNAKE BITE RESPONSE FIELD PROTOCOL
For Snake Bite Victim:
1. Get away from the snake to avoid additional bites.   

2. Remove all rings, watches, or bracelets immediately.


It is recommended such items (especially rings) be removed 
before field work involving venomous snakes.

3. Contact field colleague to let them know you have been bitten.

4. Application of suction to the site of the bite or the application of a 

light constricting band is a matter of personal choice. There is little substantiated evidence that this is effective at removing venom. 
5. If you must walk to reach transportation, walk SLOWLY.

6. DO NOT DO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 


DO NOT panic - you are not going to die.


DO NOT over exert yourself.


DO NOT cut the bite site.


DO NOT apply ice or heat.


DO NOT apply a tourniquet.


DO NOT drink alcoholic beverage.

7. DO THE FOLLOWING:


DO stay calm. 


DO remove rings, watches, bracelets, constricting articles of 


clothing.


DO contact your field colleague.


DO call 911.

DO sit or lie in a comfortable position.


DO immobilize the bitten limb in a comfortable position at a 


level slightly lower than the heart. 
SNAKE BITE RESPONSE FIELD PROTOCOL
For Field Colleague:
1. Get to the victim as rapidly as possible. 

2. Check that no snakes are still in the vicinity to avoid additional 

bites.

3. As soon as possible, have victim sit or lie in a comfortable position 
and immobilize the bitten limb in a comfortable position at a level slightly lower than the victim’s heart.

4. Reassure the victim that he/she will be fine.

5. Assess severity of envenomation. Proceed with arranging transport 
to designated hospital even if no symptoms of envenomation are evident.

6. Application of suction to the site of the bite or the application of a 

light constricting band is a matter of personal choice. There is little substantiated evidence that this is effective at removing venom.
7. If difficulty breathing or other signs of anaphylaxis are present, 

inject one Epipen into thigh muscle. A second Epipen injection can be given after 15 minutes if symptoms persist or worsen.

8. Arrange for transport to nearest medical facility. 

Call 911 on cell phone if possible.


Provide GPS coordinates to emergency responder.
Nearest Medical Facility (Map attached):

Pocono Medical Center (Mattioli Emergency Center)

(570) 476-3353
9.  Notify the designated hospital that snakebite has occurred and the 
victim is being transported to their facility - attempt to give them an estimated time of arrival. 
10. Notify Dr. James R. Roberts, Chair, Department of Emergency 
Medicine at Mercy Hospital that victim is in transit to the medical facility. Dr. Roberts has treated many venomous snake bites and is aware of our work with venomous snakes. Alternatively, contact Dr. Michael Greenburg who is Dr. Robert's partner.



DR. JAMES R. ROBERTS:  





215-748-9740 or 



1-800-24-TOXIC or  



pager: 888-779-2853


Alternate contact: 




Dr. Michael Greenburg




1-800-24-TOXIC 

11. At the hospital, give the above contact information for Dr. Roberts 

and Dr. Greenburg to the attending physician.

SNAKE BITE RESPONSE FIELD PROTOCOL
For EMT/Ambulance/First Emergency Responder:
1. Stabilize airway and breathing if necessary. Give oxygen.

2. Begin transport ASAP to nearest medical facility. 
3. Notify the facility of situation and estimated time of arrival at their 
facility.

4. Tell the facility to contact the following physician for instructions:

Contact physician:  


JAMES R. ROBERTS, MD  

Chair, Emergency Medicine, Mercy Hospital


Telephone:  215-748-9740 or 




1-800-24-TOXIC or  




pager: 888-779-2853
Alternate contact: 



Dr. Michael Greenburg



1-800-24-TOXIC
5. Start IV of normal saline.

6. Monitor vital signs. 

7. Watch for anaphylaxis. Have epinephrine available and ready to 
administer. 

8. If a light constricting band has been applied as first aid, do not 
remove it until the victim has reached the medical facility where antivenin therapy has been initiated.

9. DO NOT do any of the following:


DO NOT apply a tourniquet 
DO NOT apply ice or heat

DO NOT cut the bite site




DO NOT administer antivenin
IMPORTANT NOTE:

If bite symptoms appear severe or anaphylaxis is evident call directly for helicopter transport to the following preferred facility: 

Designated hospital for snakebite in eastern Pennsylvania:



Hahnemann University Hospital


Broad & Vine Streets


Philadelphia, PA 19102-1192



Emergency:  215 762-2010
Possible Helicopter transport:



University MedEvac


Hahnemann University Hospital


MS 993 Broad & Vine Streets


Philadelphia, PA 19102-1192


Business 215 762-4713 


Flight Team 610 495-5458



Helicopter flies out of Hammonton Airport, NJ

Contact information associated with snakebite protocol:

Howard K. Reinert, Ph.D.

Professor 

Department of Biology

The College of New Jersey

609-771-2474 office

215-862-0591 home

215 237-4225 cell

hreinert@tcnj.edu
DR. JAMES R. ROBERTS  


215-748-9740 or 

1-800-24-TOXIC or  

pager: 888-779-2853

jroberts@mercyhealth.org
Hahnemann University Hospital
Broad & Vine Streets
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1192

General: 215 762-7000

Emergency:  215 762-2010

University MedEvac
Hahnemann University Hospital
MS 993 Broad & Vine Streets
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1192
Business 215 762-4713
Fax 215 762-1803
Flight Team 610 495-5458

